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                 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them...   

                                                                                                                    Hebrews 13:3 
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Our hope is that as you read 

through the articles and ex-

ercises, you will follow 

along in your own Bible 

learning God’s truth and 

how it applies to you and 

your life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want you to be able to 

see beyond your past, and 

look to the future - to what 

God has in store for you - as 

you come to a better under-

standing of the hope that is 

within your reach and the 

love that has been offered to 

all.  

Since this is a monthly news 

letter being sent to as many 

inmates and their families as 

possible, we will be going 

over various topics. If you 

would like to have a more 

personalized study or even if 

you have questions about 

something you have been 

studying, please feel free to 

write to us.  It would be our 

pleasure to study with you. 

Thank you for your love for 

God, your search for truth 

and your hope of better 

things to come!  

 

...while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died 

for us.  
                    Romans 5:8 

 

   Looking back on my life before I knew Jesus, I thought about 

who I would have died for, and other than my family, I can’t 

think of anyone... Not for a friend, because I had no true 

friends; and surely not for someone I didn’t know, especially if 

they were anything like I was, but at a time in my life when I 

really didn’t care about anything or anyone other than myself, 

and everything I did went against God’s will, He demonstrated 

His own love toward me. While I was a sinner, the unimagin-

able happened, Christ died for me. 

   If we know Him, truly know Him, and understand the price 

that had to be paid, we shouldn’t take His love for granted and 

believe that we are free to act how we want to and say that it is 

ok because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 

and cite Romans 3:23 as our excuse. 

    I think we have heard that verse so many times that we’ve 

started saying to ourselves, “God expects us to fall short, and 

that is why He invented grace”. Remember when Isaiah spoke 

about people who had a similar mindset in Isaiah 59:1-2? There 

he says, “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not so short that it cannot 

save; Nor is His ear so dull that it cannot hear. But your iniqui-

ties have made a separation between you and your God, and 

your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not 

hear”.  

   To fall short of the glory of God is a serious thing. Our sins 

separate us from God and the only way for that space between 

us to be bridged is forgiveness. In darkness, there is only one 

thing that can be seen, and that is light. Jesus Christ, the light of 

the world, is the only One who can offer us forgiveness. Ephe-

sians 1:7 tells us that in Him we have redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 

of His grace. 

   Have you ever received a really special gift, one that you will 

never forget as long as you live?  



  I would imagine that 

the gift you received 

wasn’t something that 

was picked randomly, 

but that whoever gave 

it to you spent some 

time choosing it, or 

making it, or saving 

money for it. Any time we are given a gift, al-

though it is free to us, it does cost the giver 

something. 

   Jesus Christ’s blood is the gift that has been 

offered to us and the price paid for that gift 

was His life. Without that gift, we have no 

hope of eternal life and if we choose not to ac-

cept what has been offered, we will stand be-

fore God - condemned. Unless we are part of 

those who have been justified by His blood, we 

will stand before God on the Day of Judgment 

with no one to plead our case and we will have 

absolutely no excuse for neglecting the salva-

tion that has been offered to us.  

   The price has already been paid but if we do 

not accept this gift, the sacrifice is of no effect 

to us.  

   There is not a single person on this earth that 

has earned their own justification, but at the 

same time, there is no one on this earth who is 

not able to be justified even though we have 

been found guilty. Think about this, there is no 

justification without first being condemned. 

There is no pardon without first being con-

victed of a crime. We all have things in our 

past that we are not exactly proud of, and some 

of us have more than others but there is no one 

that is above God’s saving power. 

   Romans 5:10 says, “For if while we were 

enemies we were reconciled to God through 

the death of His Son, much more, having been 

reconciled, we shall be saved by His life”.  

Jesus laid down His life for us; it was not taken 

from Him. In every situation and at every con-

frontation, Jesus was in control. It wasn’t until 

His time had come that He gave Himself up, 

knowing what was going to happen. 

 

   Although we esteemed Him stricken, smitten 

of God, and afflicted, He was pierced through 

for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 

iniquities and the chastening for our well-being 

fell upon Him (Isaiah 53:4-5).  

   This is love, not that we loved God, but that 

He loved us and sent His Son to be the propi-

tiation for our sins (1 John 4:10). Christ died 

for us in order to give us hope of everlasting 

life. The life we once lived is no more.  

   With that being said, don’t walk in darkness 

anymore. Remember that the Light of life has 

been offered to you. 

    You know that Jesus Christ is the Son of 

God, and you know what He has done for you, 

but will you tell others about it? How well do 

you reflect that light? 

Will you put your sinful life behind you once 

and for all, and turn to God in order to find the 

peace that you have spent so much time look-

ing for in the wrong places? 

   The only way to find that peace is to be freed 

from your sins. What He has asked is that we 

submit to Him - to come before Him, humbly. 

1 Peter 3:21 Corresponding to that, baptism 

now saves you - not the removal of dirt from 

the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good con-

science - through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  

   There is nothing special about the water it-

self, but it is the only way to be made com-

plete. It is where God does His work.  

Colossians 2:10-12 tells us that in Him (Christ) 

you have been made complete, and He is the 

head over all rule and authority; and in Him 

you were also circumcised with a circumcision 

made without hands, in the removal of the 

body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 

having been buried with Him in baptism, in 

which you were also raised up with Him 

through faith in the working of God, who 

raised Him from the dead.  

   There is no gift that is so precious as forgive-

ness. There is no sin that is too great for the 

Blood of Christ. Have you made that appeal 

yet? If not, why not?     -    By Jaime Harper 



God is Faithful 
By Langley Siekiersky 

       
   Have you ever 

heard someone say 

something that 

really caught your 

attention? Maybe 

something from a 

parent, a teacher, a 

preacher, or just a friend. We have all heard 

such things. Some of them are good, and cause 

us to smile or laugh when we think about 

them. Others, however, are not so good, and 

cause feelings of hurt, anger or shame. Here is 

one of those sayings that will hopefully pro-

vide plenty of inspiration for you to take this 

time to study your Bible... 

“You will never regret being faithful to God.” 

Now say it out loud, real slow, and think about 

what you are saying, “I will never regret being 

faithful to God.”    

   God has already proved His faithfulness to 

mankind by giving us the Gospel (John 21:30-

31), and by giving us His son Jesus (John 3:16, 

John 14:6). It is our responsibility to read and 

study God’s word to find out what His will is 

for us (John 6:39-40, 2 Peter 3:9) and how we 

can achieve it. Once we begin to study, then 

we can see and understand His faithfulness to 

us through the Scriptures. 

Now, take this time to read Matthew 7:7-8.  

   Here, Jesus is teaching us about the impor-

tance of a strong prayer relationship with God 

the Father. Jesus teaches us to ask God faith-

fully in prayer, seek a relationship with Him 

through prayer with all diligence and knock at 

the door of our God with perseverance, not let-

ting anything separate us from Him. God 

promises us, “Seek and you will find, knock 

and the door will be opened”. Remember, God 

is faithful. Are you? You can read more about 

God and His faithfulness in the Bible. Seek, 

and you will find. 
 

Just a few of God’s Promises 
 

I will bless you.  Genesis 12:2  
   

I will not fail you.  Joshua 1:5  
 

I will guide you.  Psalm 32:8  
 

I will help, strengthen, and uphold you.   Isaiah 41:10  
 

I will not forget you.  Isaiah 49:15  
 

I will comfort you.  Isaiah 66:13  
 

I will forgive.  Jeremiah 31:34  
 

I will restore.  Jeremiah 30:17  
 

I will be your God.  Ezekiel 36:28  
 

I will put my Spirit within you and save you.  Ezekiel 36:27,29  
 

I love you and will show myself to you.  John 14:3  
 

I will come again.  John 14:3  
 

I will give you a crown of life.  Revelation 2:10  



Breaking the Chains is a publication whose sole purpose is to 

encourage men and women who have made some bad choices in 

life, to break the chains that are holding you back from eternal 

peace.  

Romans 3:23 tells us that all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God. Because of that, we all are in need of salvation 

which only comes through Jesus Christ and His Blood. No one is 

beyond its saving power. No one is so good that they don’t need 

it and no one has sinned so bad that New Life can’t be breathed 

into their soul.  

Hopefully, as you read the articles you will be encouraged to 

study your Bible and either come closer to God, or maybe even 

to come to know Him for the first time. 

This publication is free through the churches of Christ and is 

available upon request. The only thing we ask in return is for you 

to write us and tell us what topics you would like to read about and even submit your own arti-

cles. Who knows, you might open the pages and see your name. 

 

Write us at:                                           Or email us at:  

Breaking the Chains                             breakingthechains@mtjuliet.org 

c/o: Mt. Juliet church of Christ                    

1940 N. Mt. Juliet Road 

P.O.Box 248 

Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 


